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31 October 1972 


memorandum for the record 

SUBJECT: Reconnaissance of North Vietnam 


1. On 27 October , 

Proctor's attached note to him if ^econnaisTance over North 

intelligence community wou e Director that 1 had already 

Vietnam were severely curtailed I toWt | of PER , which 

requested a note on this su 3 ^ ^ q J CQVered the question very well^ 

I had just received. J prob lems involved. I assured t e 

in succinct form and hig g opp ortunity I would raise this matter 

Director that at the nex ea sta f£ to be sure they were put on 

with some senior member oi m 
notice regarding it. 

rl j nrL Saturday morning (28 October) 

2. When Dr. Kissinger called on ^ & myself of the. 

and asked me to come see him m hi ^ note on reconnaissance. 

occassion to take with me a copy °^—^ tian on various Vietnam- 
During the course of our rat ^ ^ Kigsinger emphasizing the 

related matters , I handed t ^ _ He assured me he understood 

seriousness of the potentia p v n ote with great interest. 

the problem and would read<^ > 

the WSAG meeting 

3. The subject of in rather general terms 

on Monday , 30 October . It in response to a direct question - 

with Dr . Kissinger acknowl g g over North Vietnam north 

that reconnaissance was non® reconnaissance by "maimed 

of the 20th Parallel at this ti once & cease -f ire agreement 

aircraft" be flown over North ^ ^ conversation that followed 

had been signed. During t 1 gd tQ ask if this ban on manned 

Dr. Kissinger's commen ^ displeased with having the 

flight included bK- ms. 
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question raised though he used as the pretext for his displeasure the 
fact that I had raised it in a WSAG Committee meeting when it was 
properly 40 Committee business. (This is decidedly a non-issue since 
the membership of the two groups is virtually identical.) Dr. Kissinger s 
answer can best be described as a grudging "yes, ,T though it was 
apparent that from his present thinking SR-71 flights over North Vietnam 
will be subject to the same tight- top-level policy control as are SR-71 
flights today over North Korea or Communist China. 


4. The reconnaissance issue was also discussed at the first 
meeting of the WSAG intelligence working group (Group C) held in my 
office on Tuesday, 31 October. The nature of this discussion with other 
matters at that meeting will be covered by I in his memorandum 

for the record on it. 
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